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March 31, 2017

Honorable Ed Chau

Chair, Assembly Privacy and Consumer Protection Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 156A

1020 N. Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-319-3222

RE: AB 165 (Cooper) — Privacy: Elec. Communications: Exclusions: Local Ed. Agencies - OPPOSE
Dear Assembly Member Chau,

On behalf of the Santa Barbara Women'’s Political Committee (SBWPC), | am writing to express opposition to AB 165
(Cooper) addressing an addition to the Education Code relating to privacy rights of students. SBWPC’s mission is
dedicated to furthering feminist values through political and social action and educational activities. Our organization
is one of the largest women'’s political committees in Santa Barbara County. We advocate for a diverse set of positions
which include Immigration and “equal protection under the law for all people, regardless of immigration status”
(http://sbwpc.org/positions-new/).

We are aware that AB 165 seeks to end the applicatioh of the Electronic Communications Privacy Act to a local
educational agency or an individual acting for or on behalf of a local educational agency. Allowing school officials to
conduct warrantless searches and seizures, and without probable cause, not only threatens our vulnerable immigrant
students as well as all other students and adults in educational institutions but also serves to undermine the very
tenets of our constitutional democracy.

The Santa Barbara Women’s Political Committee regards AB 165 as a significant step in the wrong direction where a
student’s constitutional rights to privacy and protections against unlawful search and seizures are concerned.
Therefore, SBWPC wishes to be recognized as a strong opponent to the bill and urges its defeat in the State Assembly.

Thank you for reviewing our organization’s position on this issue. Should you wish to communicate further with us,
please email us at info@sbwpc.org or visit our website: www.sbwpc.org

Sincerely,

Cotheune ¥ 5L\t\j}u*

Catherine Swysen, President SBWPC

CC: Assemblymember Jim Cooper Fax: (916) 319-2109
Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell (Chair, Education Committee) Fax: 916-319-218
Assemblymember Monique Limon, Fax: (805) 564-1651
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson, Fax: (805) 965-0701

P.O. Box 90618 «nSanta Barbara, CA 93190-0618 «:800.977.9348 --www.sbwpc.org
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